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THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY, YEAR C. 2Macc7:1-2,9-14, 2Thess2:16-3:5, Luk20:27-38 

 
Today’s readings assured us that life after death is the hope of all believers in 
Christ. Jesus promised us that anyone who believes in him shall not die but 
have life everlasting, John3:16. It is a great hope and joy for Christians that 
some days we shall be with God in heaven celebrating his divine presence.  
 
The story of the seven brothers and their mother who sacrificed their life for 
their faith teaches us that death is only a beginning and not an end. The 
woman and her seven children were prepared to die, not because they hated 
their life but because they were ready to remain faithful to the Law of God 
given through Moses, they were not prepared to compromise their faith for 
this world that is passing away. The sight of death would have made them 
afraid or give them goose purple, but they were not intimidated by any of it 
because they were so confident in the fidelity and the power of God to give 
them life beyond the grave. life beyond the grave is a greater reality that 
should give us hope. The gruesome martyrdom of these brothers reminds me 
of the story of beloved little fourteen years old Vivian Ogu who was shot dead 
by armed robbers for refusing to allow them to rape her. Vivian was a great 
friend, though she was a little girl, she was very caring, and she was always the 
first person to check on me to find out if I have arrived safely in the seminarian 
[this was the time when there were no cell phones, she goes to pay phone 
box]. By reflecting on the lives of those who have persisted and died for the 
faith, we gain courage to resist the devil whenever we are being tempted to 
sin. As he was at his last breath, one of the brothers said: “you dismiss us from 
this present life, but the king of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting 
renewal of life.” They were never deterred even when they face death. They 
never let down the laws of their fathers but expressed great faith in the 
resurrection.  
 
Paul in the second reading prayed for the Church in Thessalonica for God to 
strengthen their hearts and being establish in every good work and word. Paul 
as a minister equally asked for prayers from the Thessalonica Church so that 
the message of the Good News will be widespread speedily. His prayer for 
them was in view of the life after death. The prayers and admonition were to 
make their hearts steadfast in God to attain the everlasting life which all the 
faithful hope for. Finally, he asked for prayers for the ministers of God. Prayers 
for the ministers of the Good News is very necessary. Oftentimes, many of us 
tend to forget that our Pope, Bishops, Priests, Religious and Ministers are 
much in need of our prayers too. If we struggle to be holy, we must realize that 
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those who have given their lives to do God’s work struggle harder, we must 
bear in mind that they face stronger temptations because the devil knows how 
much potential they possess in the salvation or destruction of souls.  
 
In the Gospel reading we see the Sadducees who came to Jesus perhaps to trap 
him on the ground of resurrection. They sought to ridicule the resurrection by 
their own reasoning. But the answer of our Lord exposed them as people who 
didn’t understand the transformation which will take place in the resurrection 
of the dead. At the time of Jesus, the Sadducees were the leading in Judaism 
priestly group, and wealthy men. They came up with the story of a woman 
who married more than seven brothers, and none had a child for her, and 
asked whose wife shall she be at the resurrection? Jesus explained that life 
after death will not simply be a repetition or extension of the present life, 
rather a totally new and better existence where all the angels and children of 
God will not see death, therefore will not need marriage.  One of the pillars of 
the Christian Faith is the firm belief in the resurrection of the dead. We are 
Christians because we believe Christ rose from the dead and that like Jesus, 
we too shall rise to a new life when we pass on to eternity. Death is only a 
passage, a gate and not a permanent reality.  
 
In the moving story of the martyrdom of the seven brothers and their mother, 
we see our own story as Christians in this age. Presently there is a fierce 
persecution that is ravaging the body of Christ, a battle between sin and 
righteousness. Like the seven brothers, Christians today are forced, tortured, 
killed, and cajoled on every side to make choices which are clearly against their 
faith. Jesus tells us: “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell,” Matt. 10:28. 
The way of martyrdom is a unique path to heaven. It is a gift given to those 
who are brave to die defending the course of Christ. We must like Job hold 
firm and say, “But I know my Redeemer lives,” Job19:25. 
 
Dear friends, if we are to make a list of what we can die for; our faith in Christ 
Jesus may not come to mind. It is a common understanding that faith is about 
our belief in God, journeying with him in trust as we look forward to a better 
tomorrow and a life with him in eternity. For many of us this is not always the 
case. Our faith demands some sacrifices. In our world today, so many realities 
are militating against our faith, unfortunately, we perceive them as ordinary, 
but effortlessly we succumb to their promptings. The battle of our faith against 
evil comes in different fashions and fractions, friends we knew as innocent 
may lure us into immorality. Colleagues at work may provide assurances for 
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us; requesting that we cheat, for it is the way the system works, even our 
family may push us to act contrary to the teachings of our faith. We want a 
white board but forget that words or diagrams will be written or drawn on it. 
The woman and her seven sons in the book of Maccabees faced their battle of 
faith which in the process stunned the King and those with him. Their belief 
and wiliness to die for what they believed in exposed to believers the 
resurrection of the dead and the life to come. Parents, like the woman must 
encourage their children in the way of God. At every battle of faith, we must 
come to the realization of who we are, making the unbelievers to think twice. 
 
Death is not the end of life. It is merely a change of life. It is the beginning of a 
new life, life everlasting. It is the beginning of the life that God ultimately had 
in mind for us when he created us. We must never forget that without cross 
there can be no crown. 
 
 


